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You’re a bestselling adult SF author – why have you chosen to now write for teens?
After i’d written the first book in my adult fantasy series i wanted to challenge myself to write 
something different, so i quite deliberately chose to write a YA novel set in a futuristic world. 
i read a lot of YA myself so it wasn’t a hard choice.  At first though, it was really just to see if i 
could do it and it was going to be a stand alone novel, but it kind of got out of hand.  i fell 
in love with this independent smart girl called Rosie Black that had turned up and it kind of 
snowballed. i couldn’t let her go and wanted to tell the whole story of her life.

Can you please tell us what Rosie Black Chronicles: GENESIS is about?
Genesis is the first in a series about sixteen-year-old Rosie Black. it’s set five hundred years 
in the future where many of the world’s coastal cities have been drowned by the Melt, 
climate refugees clog the continents and an incurable disease, called the MalX, is taking 
hold. Rosie is poor, her mum has died from the MalX, her dad is a mess and she is having 
a hard time surviving. She helps to make ends meet by searching the ruins of the old city 
to find things to sell and one day comes across a mysterious box.  But finding it gains the 
attention of a mysterious and powerful organisation known as helios. they want what she 
has and will do anything to take it. with her family threatened and only an untrustworthy 
boy called Pip and the man he calls boss to help, Rosie is on the run to save her family and 
discover the truth behind what she has found before it’s too late.

How did you come up with the idea of Rosie Black Chronicles: GENESIS?
A great deal of inspiration for Genesis came from my interest in climate change. i really 
worry a lot about how our planet is going to survive the next couple of hundred years, 
especially in regard to global warming and the resulting sea level rises, so it felt very natural 
to set Rosie’s world in a time when a lot of the bad things which we hope won’t happen 
have, and see how people are dealing with it and what kind of society we might become. 
i’m also a bit of a science nut and am fascinated with the idea of terraforming planets 
and how that could be a hope for the survival of our species, so i had to incorporate a 
colonised Mars as well – plus some cool spaceships of course. 

Why do you choose to write SF – do you write any other genres?
i have always loved the imagination, scope and heroic themes of the SF genre and have 
been reading it since i was child, so to write it was just a natural progression for me. i have 
written contemporary fiction, but not too often – a few short stories really – i just tend to 
prefer to explore my ideas within genre fiction. i find that the ideas and themes i want to 
explore can be delved into more richly in these alternative worlds, especially when it comes 
to explorations of the human heart and mind. in these worlds i can place characters in 
terribly difficult situations that may not occur in the normal world and then explore how they 
cope and how it changes them. that is something i’m very interested in; the growth of a 
character through extreme circumstance.
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How do you name your characters and are they based on anyone you know?
the character of Rosie Black, like many of my lead characters, arrived mostly formed. i’d 
written a short story that featured a character very much like her Aunt Essie, right down to 
the name. the story has never been published, but was always a favourite of mine and it 
got me thinking about what Essie’s family might be like and Rosie just sort of popped up out 
of those thoughts and said here I am, and that was it.

There are several issues raised in this book. Was this deliberate or did the story evolve this 
way?
Some of it was deliberate, the most obvious one being the consequences of what we are 
doing to our planet now – the rising sea levels, climate refugees and the accompanying 
rise of a more regulated society. i really did want people to think hard about climate 
change because it does worry me greatly that we just don’t seem to be doing enough, 
and i believe the age group this is written for will get it because i think they really do care 
about climate change, our future and worry as much as anyone else. the issue of a more 
homogenised global government is one that is less emphasised, but really all of that world 
building is still just the base for the story about Rosie and her life because at the core of my 
writing it’s always about the characters and people.

How much did your home town of Perth influence you in the setting of this series?
Yes, if course western Australia is a big factor in the story. Newperth is the Perth of the future, 
as i have imagined it, and in the next book, Equinox, Rosie will wander further afield and into 
the wilds of the state as well. there was never any thought, for me, of Rosie being anything 
other than a wA girl and it was fun to think of how much a place i’m so familiar with now 
might change.

What advice do you have for aspiring writers or artists?
i think one of the hardest things for new writers is finishing something. Getting to the end of 
a story, especially a novel, is difficult, but it is so important to do because you certainly won’t 
get published if you don’t. 
Don’t get stuck on finding the perfect opening line if you haven’t written the whole story 
yet. All writing is rewriting, so give yourself permission to write a crappy first draft with the 
knowledge that you can fix it in the rewrite. 
work hard and try not to be disheartened by rejection because if you are jumping onto 
this writing/artist train, it is definitely going to happen to you. it certainly happened to me 
and probably every other writer working today. Be persistent, like a rabid dog with a half 
gnawed bone, just keep hanging on and working at it. Oh, and chocolate really does help.
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