
Rosie Black – 16 years old, dark-haired, brown eyes, five foot four.  She is stubborn, independent and a 
touch cynical, wishes she wasn’t still afraid of the dark and desperately hopes for a different life.  Rosie grew 
up in the Banks in Newperth. It’s called the Banks because it’s on the banks of the river, but in Rosie’s world 
that doesn’t make it prime real estate. The Banks is a hive of refugees, floating markets and apartment blocks 
that resemble rodent-infested boxes, and it often smells of fermenting seaweed. On the social scale, being 
a Banker is only just above being a Feral. Ferals being the people who have no home at all and live in 
camps outside the zones the Senate would call safe. Rosie’s mum is dead and her dad is in a mental 
hospital. She is hoping to follow in her Aunt Essie’s footsteps and “Get the hell out of dodgy 
town” as her aunt would say. She is about to start at Orbitcorp Academy to train to become 
a spaceship pilot. She has a small problem though: a shadowy corporation called Helios is 
determined to mess up her life.

essie Black – Orbitcorp pilot, once in the Senate Elite. Aunt Essie has short black 
hair, a diamond nose stud and likes to swear. She is smart but sometimes reckless 
and a past argument with Rosie’s dad has left her slightly estranged from the 
family. Nevertheless Aunt Essie has taken Rosie in. She would lay down her life for 
her niece – but is unlikely to tell her because that would involve a whole lot of 
sentimental crap and that’s just not her style.

adam Black – Rosie’s dad. Adam really is a shadow of the man he 
once was. He lost his wife and survived the MalX, but now he has lost his 
mind. Most of the time he doesn’t even recognise his daughter. He is thin, 
terribly sad and barely functioning. To see him like that alternately makes 
Rosie furious and breaks her heart.

PiP – 18, five foot nine with skin the colour of caramel and blue eyes. 
He’s not one for sharing his innermost thoughts and playful remarks are 
his preferred mode of conversation. Fit and often amusing, he seems 
to be driven by some inner demon he is always striving to mask. Rosie 
fell hard for Pip, but now he’s vanished – taking the MalX cure with him. 
Does he still have feelings for her? And will she ever see him again?

Riley – Pip’s boss. Tall with light brown hair and a calm demeanour, 
Riley is a man who keeps many secrets, none of which he likes to 
reveal. He is not a violent man yet there is something in his eye that 
defies disagreement.  But his motives are unclear. Is he Rosie’s ally or 
does he only serve himself?

dalton – 16 years old, rich central golden boy, hover hockey 
champion and son of one of Newperth’s wealthiest families. Six foot 
four with the body of an athlete and a killer smile that can cause knee 
trembles at five paces, Dalton is charming, handsome and good at 
everything. But is he really who he appears to be? Is he a friend and 
why is he paying so much attention to Rosie? 
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